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returned to India with new fangled   ideas   and opinions

Romesh Dutt then turned from contemporary econo-
mics to the history of literature and published a little book
on the Literature of Bengal This was also a characteristic
work of the author, for he endeavoured in this book to
dispel the current view held mainly by Western observers
'that Bengali; literature had nothing worthwhile to write
about. On the other hand, by tracing the history of Ben-
gali literature from the lyricism of the twelfth to the fif-
teenth century, through the classical period beginning from
the sixteenth century, to the more recent developments in
the nineteenth century portraying the influence of Western
literature, Romesh Dutt gave to the Bengalees a pride in
their literary heritage.

Of special interest to his contemporaries and to suc-
ceeding generations was his estimate of the renaissance
movement in the nineteenth century Bengal which had a
powerful effect on Bengali literature. "Every revolution",
he said, "is attended with vigour, and the present one is
no exception to the rule. Nowhere in the annals of Ben-
gali literature are so many or so bright names found crowd-
ed together in the limited space of one century as those
of Ram Mohun Roy, Akhai Kumar Dutt, Iswar Chunder
Vidyasagar, Iswar Chunder Gupta, Madhu Sudhan Dutt,
Hem Chunder Banerjee, Bankim Chunder Chatterjea, and
Dina Bandhu Mitter. Within three quarters of the present
century, prose, blank verse, historical fiction and drama have
been introduced for the first time in the Bengali literature,
and works of imagination written which leave the highest
and best efforts of previous centuries far behind."

The book was noticed in the Press, including the Anglo-
Indian press of the day. The Englishman wrote :

"It will surprise many to learn that Bengali has a lite-